
The Divine Economy and the Satanic Chaos 
 
In the New Testament the word economy, an anglicized form of the Greek word oikonomia, is strongly used. For 

instance, this word is used in Ephesians 3, a chapter that reveals that the riches of Christ are preached to the 

nations so that the church can come into being. Verse 9 speaks of “the economy of the mystery.” 

Oikonomia is composed of two Greek words: oikos, meaning “house,” and nomos, meaning “law.” Hence, 

an oikonomia is a house law, a family administration. Some versions translate oikonomia as “administration,” 

and others as “arrangement” or “plan.” God’s economy is His plan, His administration, His arrangement. 

Do you know what the Christian life is? The Christian life is a life of economy mixed with chaos. The economy is 

divine, and the chaos is satanic. Hence, the Christian life involves both the divine economy and the satanic 

chaos. The Christian life is a history of economy and chaos, of chaos and economy. During our time with the Lord 

in the morning, we experience economy, but later in the day we may experience chaos. 

This has been my experience during the nearly seventy years I have been a Christian. However, I am learning the 

secret, the strategy, of defeating chaos and of coming back to economy and order. I am learning how to be filled 

not with chaos but with economy. I have not only God’s economy within me—I have God as my economy within 

me. The very God who dwells in me is my economy. 

As a mixture of economy and chaos, the Christian life is a miniature of the entire universe. The history of the 

universe is a history of God’s economy and Satan’s chaos. Furthermore, the entire Bible, from the first chapter 

of Genesis to the last chapter of Revelation, is a record of the divine economy and the satanic chaos… The 

reason for this situation is that in the universe there are two sources—God and Satan. 

In order to understand the divine economy and the satanic chaos, we need to see the difference between the 

old creation and the new creation. God created the heavens and the earth, and this became His first creation. 

God’s first creation eventually became old and involved with death, for to become old is to become dead. In a 

sense, the words first, old, and dead are synonyms. 

The first creation did not accomplish God’s purpose directly. Rather, it was God’s intention to gain the new 

creation through the first creation. This means that through the old creation God will have a new creation. 

Concerning this, in 2 Corinthians 5:17 Paul says, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.” Galatians 6:15 says, 

“Neither is circumcision anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation is what matters.” We were the old 

man, but we have been regenerated to become the new man, and the new man is the new creation. 

Although God created the heavens and the earth, He was not in the old creation. This means that the old 

creation does not have God as its life, nature, and person. But in the new creation we have God within us as our 

life, our nature, our person, and our everything. Do we need love? Our God within us is love. Do we need light? 

Our God within us is light. Do we need the divine attributes? Our God within us is the divine attributes, which 

will be expressed in our human virtues. Therefore, in the new creation God is everything. 

God’s intention is to produce the new creation out of the old creation. The universe exists for this purpose, this 

goal. God created the first creation, which has become the old creation. Now out of the old creation He is 

producing the new creation. This new creation is something that is mingled with Him. 

In order to produce the new creation out of the old creation, God first came into the old creation as a man. Then 

He lived in the old creation as a man for thirty-three and a half years. He died in the old creation and then was 

resurrected. In resurrection He became the life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45) to enter into all His believers, who 

were the old creation, to make them something new. This means that all His believers have received Him as the 

divine economy for the new creation. 

Our becoming a new creation in Christ began with our regeneration, and it continues with our being sanctified, 

renewed, and transformed. Eventually, we will be conformed to the image of Christ and glorified. That will be 

the consummation of the new creation. 



According to the Bible, the old creation must pass through four ages: the age before the law, the age of the law, 

the age of grace, and the age of the kingdom. As believers in Christ, we are now in the third age, the age of 

grace, expecting to enter into the age of the kingdom. God uses these four ages to gain the new creation out of 

the old creation. 

Today the earth is filled with chaos. Chaos is everywhere. Every part of society is chaotic. However, we should 

not be discouraged. In addition to the satanic chaos, there is the divine economy. Whereas the satanic chaos will 

come to an end, the divine economy will reach a consummation. The end of the satanic chaos will be the lake of 

fire, and the consummation of the divine economy will be the New Jerusalem. 

We need to realize that, both in the Bible and in our experience, the satanic chaos always goes along with the 

divine economy. It seems that we alternate between economy and chaos, between chaos and economy. Where 

there is the divine economy, there is the satanic chaos. Where God is, Satan is also. Satan is not behind God, 

following Him; rather, Satan is at God’s side. We may say that God is in the “central lane” and that Satan is in the 

“side lane.” 

NOT BEING DELIVERED OUT OF THE SATANIC CHAOS BUT OVERCOMING  

AND CONQUERING IT TO TRIUMPH IN GOD’S ECONOMY 

In one meeting I heard someone pray, “Lord, deliver us from the chaos.” I would like to ask whether this prayer 

is right or wrong. Some may say that this is right because the Lord Jesus told us to ask the Father not to bring us 

into temptation but to deliver us from the evil one (Matt. 6:13). We may, however, have a wrong concept about 

what this kind of deliverance is. God does not want us to be delivered out of the satanic chaos. What God wants 

is embodied in the words overcome and conquer. If God delivered us out of the satanic chaos, He would not 

need us to overcome it, to conquer it. God wants us to conquer the satanic chaos. The real deliverance to us 

from God is our conquering. In Ephesians 6 Paul tells us that we need to be empowered in the Lord to stand 

against the stratagems of the devil (vv. 10-11). Then he says, “Take up the whole armor of God that you may be 

able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand” (v. 13). We are not to be delivered out of the 

chaos, but we are to stand against it. 

If we are to be the overcomers, we need to be clear about God’s economy. Christ is the centrality and 

universality of the divine economy (Col. 3:10-11). Actually, God’s economy is just Christ. What God desires to 

have is Christ. Christ is God’s good pleasure and His unique goal. 
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