
THE WAY TO HAVE PROPER CHRISTIAN MEETINGS 

 

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE BEING A CORPORATE LIFE 

Throughout the New Testament Christians are likened to sheep (Matt. 10:16; 18:12; 26:31; John 10:1-16, 26-28; 21:15-

17; Rom. 8:36; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 2:25). This is an indication that Christians are people who need to be together. Sheep 

are different from dogs and cats because they are always in a flock. A dog or a cat can be alone, but a sheep must 

always be in a flock. The life of a sheep is a life in the flock. In order for us to be normal Christians, we must join 

together with other believers. Just as sheep cannot live independently of the flock, we cannot be independent or 

individual. We must have a Body life, a church life. 

A PROPER CHRISTIAN MEETING 

What then is a proper Christian meeting? A proper Christian meeting is one in which saints come together to exercise 

their spirit apart from regulations, forms, rituals, and all other religious bonds and hindrances. In a proper Christian 

meeting there is a spiritual order and a divine atmosphere of decency, but there are no religious bonds, hindrances, or 

frustrations. In such a meeting the attendants express what is in their spirit and what they sense in their spirit. They 

also display what they have experienced of Christ in their daily life. In such a proper Christian meeting the brothers and 

sisters who come together are like burning wood. Each of them has been set on fire, and each of them also sets others 

on fire. They burn one another like burning wood that is piled together. After each meeting, each saint has been 

burned and is burning. When they go home, they burn their families; when they go to work, they burn their colleagues; 

and when they go to a restaurant, they even burn the people in the restaurant. They are always being burned and 

burning others. This is what a proper Christian meeting is like 

Experiencing Christ, Bringing Christ, Exhibiting Christ, and Offering Christ 

In the Old Testament when the children of Israel came together, the Lord demanded that they not come empty-

handed. They had to come with their hands full of the produce of their labor. Throughout the year they had to till the 

ground, sow the seed, and care for their crops so that when the time of the harvest arrived, they could reap an 

abundance of rich produce from the land. Then when they came together, they brought the produce of their labor. 

Some brought wheat, some brought corn, and some brought wine. Each brought the firstfruits of their harvest and 

offered it to the Lord. They also shared what they had brought with one another and enjoyed it together. Thus, both 

they and the Lord enjoyed what they brought when they came together. 

The experience of the children of Israel is a picture of the proper Christian meeting. The rich produce that the children 

of Israel brought and offered to the Lord is a type of the all-inclusive Christ. The riches of the good land typify the many 

riches of Christ. Christ is full of rich produce for us to enjoy. Before we can enjoy Christ’s riches, however, we need to 

labor on Christ day after day. We must till the ground, sow the seed, and reap the harvest. We should not be lazy but 

should labor on Christ every day. Our hearts are the ground, and Christ is the seed. Every morning we should rise early 

to till our hearts and to allow Christ to sow Himself into our hearts. If we do this, then there will be a spiritual harvest 

of Christ in our daily living. Christ will be produced in us, and we will be able to live by the produce of Christ within us. 

In addition, we will also have a surplus of Christ that we can bring to the meetings and offer to the Lord. From Monday 

through Saturday we labor on Christ; that is, we experience Christ. Then on the Lord’s Day we come together with all 

the saints and bring the Christ whom we have enjoyed. I bring my Christ, you bring your Christ, and we all bring our 

Christ and offer Him to God. This pleases the Father. This is also a great enjoyment for all of us, for we all enjoy each 

other’s Christ. Meetings like this are wonderful, spiritual, heavenly, and full of Christ. 

First Corinthians 14:26 says that whenever we come together, “each one has...” The little word has in this verse is full 

of meaning. It means that everyone comes to the meeting with something. One has a teaching, one has a revelation, 

one has a tongue, and one has an interpretation. This is the pattern of the New Testament for Christian meetings. The 



religious services in today’s Christianity, however, are not like this. Instead, all the members of the congregation are 

merely “pew-sitters.” Everyone comes and sits in the pews, and perhaps only one or two pastors or ministers do 

everything. This is wrong. This is not a proper Christian meeting. A proper Christian meeting is one in which all the 

participants bring something of the Lord to exhibit, express, and share with one another. 

Although there should be no regulations or forms in our practice, we have realized in the past that there are certain 

things that can help us have a proper Christian meeting. One of them is to sit in a mutual way, facing one another. We 

call this having a “round table” meeting. If I were to invite some brothers to my home for a meal, I would never have 

them sit one in front of the other, all facing the same direction, the way pews are set up in the services in Christianity. 

If we were to sit this way while having a meal together, what kind of feeling would this create? I would never ask the 

brothers to sit this way. Instead, I would ask them to sit around the table so that we could look at and speak with one 

another. In our meetings it is good to sit in a similar way. Of course, this is not a form, because forms never work, but 

we have found that sitting in this way can be very helpful to our meetings. 

To have proper Christian meetings, we must contact the Lord daily in our private life so that we will be living Christians. 

Then we must come to the meetings with the realization and understanding that we are coming to exhibit Christ and to 

share Christ with others. When some hear this word, they may feel that since their Christian life is marked by failure, 

they have nothing to bring to the meetings. They may feel that they cannot function in the meetings since their 

experience of Christ is so poor. Even if this is your condition, you must realize that you can still function in the 

meetings. You can come to the meeting and pray, “Lord, I am so poor. I have failed You many times this week. Please 

forgive me and have mercy upon me. I have come to this meeting with nothing of You.” If you come to the meeting 

and pray in this way, many of the saints may be deeply touched, and tears may come to their eyes. Moreover, you can 

also pray, “Lord, since I have nothing of You, I come to contact You in Your Body and through Your Body. I believe that 

You have something for me in this meeting.” You can pray in such a way, and you can also open yourself to the saints in 

the meeting and say, “Brothers and sisters, please pray for me. I have been trying to live the Christian life, but I have 

failed the Lord again and again. Please pray for me.” If you bring your failures to the meeting and open yourself to the 

Lord and to the Body, your failures will disappear. I once knew a brother who had a very bad temper. He tried very 

hard to overcome his bad temper, but by himself he continually failed. One day this brother brought his weakness to 

the meeting and opened to the Body. After that, a wonderful thing happened—his weakness disappeared. If we 

experience Christ during the week, we can share our Christ during the meeting, and if we fail during the week, we can 

share our weaknesses with the saints. We must learn to allow others to bear our weaknesses. If we practice in this 

way, our meetings will be living, rich, edifying, strengthening, and enlightening. 

Thus, there are two requirements to having a proper Christian meeting. The first requirement is that all the attendants 

seek and contact the Lord in their daily lives. We all must learn how to contact the Lord in a living way and must labor 

to experience Christ every day. The second requirement is that when we come together, we must forget about all 

regulations, forms, rituals, routines, and programs. If we have a program for our meetings, we will quench the Spirit 

and kill the spiritual life within us. When we come together, we must abandon all things of religion and do one thing—

exhibit Christ. We do this by expressing, sharing, exalting, testifying, and preaching Christ in a living way to one 

another. 
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