
THE LIVING STONE FOR GOD’S BUILDING 

1 Peter2:4 goes on to speak of Christ as a living stone: “To whom coming, a living stone, having been rejected by 

men, but with God chosen, held in honor.” The Greek word rendered “coming” can also be translated 

approaching, drawing near, coming forward. 

A living stone is one that not only possesses life, but also grows in life. This is Christ for God’s building. Here 

Peter changes his metaphor from the seed of the vegetable life (1:23-24) to the stone of minerals. The seed is 

for life-planting; the stone is for building (2:5). Peter’s thought has gone on from life-planting to God’s building. 

As life to us, Christ is the seed. For God’s building, He is the stone. After receiving Him as the seed of life, we 

need to grow that we may experience Him as the stone living in us. Thus He will make us also living stones, 

transformed with His stone nature so that we may be built together with others a spiritual house upon Him as 

both the foundation and the cornerstone (Isa. 28:16). 

In verse 4 Peter makes a leap from the milk of the word to the living stone. There does not seem to be a bridge 

or any other kind of connection between the milk and the stone. First, Peter indicates that the Lord is the milk 

and the word for nourishment. Then he goes on to speak of Him as the living stone. 

EXPERIENCING CHRIST AS THE MILK AND THE STONE 

According to verse 4, we need to come to Christ as the living stone. But what is the way to come to Him? We 

come to the Lord by drinking the milk of the word. Have you ever realized that when you are drinking milk from 

the word, that is your coming to the Lord? What is the milk in the word? That milk is the Lord Himself. 

Therefore, when we drink the milk, we come to the Lord. Do you have some other way of coming to the food 

you eat? What is your way of coming to the food? Do you not come to it by eating it? We all come to the food by 

eating it. The same is true with respect to coming to Christ as the living stone. In verse 4 the word “coming” is 

equal to drinking. Therefore, when we drink the milk, we come to the Lord. 

We have pointed out that Peter seems to leap from the milk-Christ to the stone-Christ. This implies that the milk 

becomes the stone. How can this be? With us, this is impossible, but it is not impossible with the Lord, because 

He is all-inclusive. As the all-inclusive One, Christ is milk, and He is also the stone. We are not able to exhaust all 

the aspects of Christ. He is the milk, He is the bread, and now we see that He is the stone. According to 2:6-8, 

Christ is not only the stone for building, but also the stone for stumbling and grinding. Even as the stone Christ is 

all-inclusive: He can build us, or He can cause us to stumble, and even grind us. 

We need more experience of Christ as the milk and the stone. In the morning we should drink Christ as milk 

from the Word. Then during the day the process of transformation should take place within us. In the evening 

we should come to the church meetings and fellowship with the saints. This is building. Here we see that in the 

morning Christ is milk, and in the evening He becomes the stone. During the day the milk does a transforming 

work within us to produce a stone. 

First the Lord is milk to nourish us. Through the nourishment in the milk of the word, transformation takes place. 

Then we have the building, where the Lord Himself is the stone. This is the reason that in chapter two we first 

have the milk and then the stone. 

GROWING UNTO SALVATION FOR THE BUILDING 

Let us consider 2:5, 9 and 10. Verse 5 says, “You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual 

house, into a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” In reading 

this verse we need to take care of grammar. Verse 4 is a modifier of the subject of the sentence in verse 5. The 

main part of the sentence in verse 5 is this: “You...are being built up a spiritual house.” Hence, the main thought 

here is that of the building. This thought continues the thought in verse 2 of growing unto salvation. This means 

that following salvation we have the building. Growing unto salvation is for the building. This indicates that here 



salvation involves not only transformation, but also includes being built up. As a totality, salvation in 1 Peter 2 

indicates transformation for building up. 

Salvation at the end of verse 2 is related to transformation for the building. Notice that at the end of verse 2 

there is a comma, not a period. In verse 3 we have a condition related to drinking the milk of the word: “If you 

have tasted that the Lord is good.” Verse 3 concludes with a semicolon, and verse 4 ends with a comma. 

Therefore, the punctuation indicates that the main clause in the second part of the sentence is in verse 5. 

Actually, verse 5 is the direct continuation of verse 2. Verse 2 ends with the thought of growing unto salvation, 

which implies that salvation includes transformation. Then verse 5 continues by indicating that this 

transformation is for the building. For this reason we say that salvation in verse 2 is a matter of transformation 

for building. 

I believe that we have touched the thought in Peter’s mind and heart as he was writing. In these verses Peter 

seems to be saying, “You believers have all been regenerated, and now you are as newborn babes. As newborn 

babes, you should hunger and thirst for the milk in the word so that you may grow unto salvation. This salvation 

is transformation for building up.” These must have been Peter’s thoughts as he was writing this Epistle. 

Praise the Lord that regeneration has made us newborn babes! As newborn babes, we all should long for the 

guileless milk of the word. Then by this milk we shall grow unto salvation. This salvation is transformation, and 

transformation is the building. Feeding on Christ by the nourishing milk in the Word of God is not only for 

growing in life; it is also for building up. Growing is for building up. 

TRANSFORMED INTO LIVING STONES 

In verse 5 Peter indicates that the believers are living stones. We, the believers in Christ, are living stones, like 

Christ, through regeneration and transformation. We were created of clay (Rom. 9:21). But at regeneration we 

received the seed of the divine life, which by its growth in us transforms us into living stones. At Peter’s 

conversion the Lord gave him a new name, Peter—a stone (John 1:42). When Peter received the revelation 

concerning Christ, the Lord revealed further that He also was the rock—a stone (Matt. 16:16-18). Peter was 

impressed by these two incidents that both Christ and His believers are stones for God’s building. 

We may use petrified wood as an illustration of transformation. In Arizona there is a place called the petrified 

forest, an area that contains much petrified wood. Petrified wood is wood that has been changed into stone. 

Over a long period of time, water has been flowing over wood and through it. By means of this flow of water, 

the substance of the wood is changed into stone. On the one hand, the element of wood is carried away; on the 

other hand, the element of stone is brought in to replace the element of wood. In this way the wood becomes 

stone. 

The principle is the same with our experience of transformation. If we long for the milk of the word, this milk will 

be like a current of living water flowing within us. As we stay in this flow, the current will carry away our natural 

substance and replace it with heavenly, divine minerals. These minerals are actually Christ. Gradually, over a 

period of time, we shall be transformed or “petrified”; that is, we shall become precious stones. 

According to 2:5, as living stones we are being built up a spiritual house. Although the nourishing milk of the 

word is for the soul through the mind, it eventually nourishes our spirit. Instead of making us soulish, it makes us 

spiritual, suitable for building up a spiritual house for God. 

God’s goal in the believers is to have a house built up with living stones. He does not want separated and 

scattered stones, nor even a pile of stones merely gathered together. He wants stones built up with one 

another. 


